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Montgomery County Executive Douglas M Duncan proposed a major reduction In pruperty tax rates last nlght and suggested tl 
Counc~l zuns~der whether to replace the top plannlng offlclal lnvolved in the c~r~troversy over building violations in Clarksburg 

In his final slate cjf Iht! cour,ty address, whlch comes as he 1s seeking the Dernocrat~c nomrnat~on for governor, Duncan offered 
defensk of h ~ s  own development pollc~es and a critical assessment of the county's plannlng department. 

"No one was more outraged than I was at the situation that developed" in Clarksburg. Duncan said. "A1 ~ t s  care, this IS an Issue 
debeloper breaking faith with a cornrnu~~~ly and a planning agency failing to enforce its own rules and get the job done for the pi 
all here to serve." 

He did not mention Planning Board Chairman Der~ck Berlage but sa~d that the council "must decrde whether the rlght leadcrshil 
to move the agency forward." 

Berlage sa:d he felt confident that any review would "conclude the rlght leadership is in place." Council Pres~dent George L. Le) 
At Large) would not comment. 

Duncan's call for a 91:2-cent cut would provlde about $400 In relief to the owner of a $400,000 hclrne. But given the spiral~ng hc 
in Montgornev. nidn:, residents could still see thelr tax bills Increase slightly. 

Duncan's speech, h ~ s  1 l l h  state of the county address slnze taklng offtce in 1994, recounted h ~ s  efforts to Invest In public educi 
redevelop downtown Silver Spring. expand access to health care, create one of the natlon's largest hlotezhnology corridors an( 
the supply of affordable houslng. 

But hrs crit~cs said his speech was a hollow attempt to repos~tron hlmself before next year's election. "I guess he got relrg~on on 
down grohth and cutting the tax rate." said councrl member Phil Andrews (D-Galthewburg-Rockv~lle). 

Much of the 30-mlnute speech, including concerning the tax cut, appeared to be alrned at shoring up support In Montgnniery, sr 
polls show h ~ s  Democratic opponent, Baltimore Mayor Martln J. O'Malley. mak~ng inroads. Although most of the county's electe 
sland wlth Duncan, some community activists have endorsed O'Malley, c~llng Duncan's relat~onshrps with developers, who are 
undenvr~te hls campalgn 

That perception intensified after thls year's discovery that the developers and builders at Clarksburg Town Center have built sol 
too tall and too close to the stree: and have failed to prov~de the promised retall, open-space and recreat~nnal amznlt~es. The pl 
department also determ~ned that the debeloper Improperly changed lot slzes 

Duncan announced last night that he mants to appoint an ombudsman to handle Clarksburg issues. He dlso is suspending con: 
any market-rate units unt~l  the town center developer. Newland Cornrnun~t~es, completes the requlred number of afforcable unlt 

And h e  related that the Department of Permitting Serrlccs has d~scovered another development, Clarksbury Vlllage where it a1 
srzcs were chanyed without county approval. Duncan ordcrsd EAlchdel Harris Development Inc. and Craftmark Homes to hall o 
there t~ntll the oroblem 1s addressed. 

"The rules are the rules, and they apply to everyone." Duncan said 
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Amy Presley, one of Ihe Clarksburg resrdents who exposed the lapses In the county's plannlny process, was not impressed Sk 
Duncan's remarks "laughable." 

"Mr. Duncan had the opportunity to ensure we got what was oromised a long time ago, but due to the cllrnate h? fostered, wc d 
what was promised." Presley sald. 

Berlaye noted that he and some counc~l membcrs tried for monlhs to yet Duncan to appoint a h~gh-level official to oversee Clar 
Issues 

As Plhnnlng Board chairman. Berlage oversees the Department of Park and Plann~ng, which works with developers on slte plar 
Clarksbury case, a planner stepped down after acknowledging that she had changed the slte plan to reflect laler changes madt 
developer. A recent county audlt faulted the agency for a culture of sloppiness and arrogance. 

The tax-rate proposal would help address growlng angst over rlslng property tax bills, with the latest borne assessments to arrlk 
January. 

Since Duncan took ofice, Montyomev's budget has abuul dcubled, from $1.8 bllllon In 1994 to 53.6 b~ l l~on  today Durlng that ti 
county's popul~t ion has Increased 17 percent 

Much of that spendlng has gone toward schools and labor contracts. Tu pay for those, Duncan has, for the past three years. pr 
exceeding a voter-imposed cap on what the counly can collect from property taxes. 

Last night, Duncan announced that he plans to submlt a 2007 budget proposal in Ihe sprlng that stays wlthln that tax cap. bvh~cl 
necessitate Ihe 912-cent cut on the tax rate on all homes. reductny ~t from $1.02 on every $100 of assessed value lo 92 1 ;5 cer 
proposal won support from Leventhal, but !t comes as the counly's coffers are flush with cash The cost of the fax cut IS  estlmat 
million 

According to a report yven  to the council yesterday, the county IS projected to have a $91 -6 rn~lllon surplus ~n ~ t s  2006 budget I 
2007. which begins i~ July, the Lounty could have S370 million more In revenue than in fiscal 2006. 

Duncan sa~d  last night that he plans to spend some of that money on school construct~on and efforts to reduce class slzcs He 
to support school-based health cllnlcs, expar-d assistance for students who need language skills and bolster gang prevenhon e 

Or, growth Issues, Duncan sald the development thai has come In the past 11 years has helped fulfill the vlslon county planner: 
decades ago to concentrnle degciopment around Metro stat lnn~ and major highways. such as Interstate 270. wh~le  protectrng t 
nationally acclaimed agriculture preserve. 

The result, he noted, 15 new cornmun~ties. lnctudtng Kentlands and Lakelands in Gaithersburg, and redeveloped neighborhood: 
Sprlny and Wheaton Such places as Laytonsvi!le> Buyds and Barnesvllle have rsrnaln relallvely rural 

"When I took office, I realized we t i ~ d  the historic opponunlty to go beyond just restnctlng sprawl development." Duncan sad. "' 
chance to prevent it forever " 


